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officers of the fort. On the 17th November the unsuspect-
ing Rainraja came to Satara town, flushed with his successes
at Mangalvodhe and Sangola, With him were Govindrao
Bapuji Chitnis and Trimbak Sadashiv Purandare with a
large force of cavalry. On the 23rd November Tarabai
asked her grandson to visit her in the fort, When he had
entered the palace and exchanged the usual formal courte-
sies, she took him on one side and pressed him with
vehemence to summon the Pratinidhi and with his help
and that of the Deccan party, to dismiss from his office
Balaji and with him, all his friends and satellites. Ramraja,
who realised how insecure his throne really was and how
dangerous such an adventure would be, demurred. The
old queen grew very angry and let her grandson go without
further conversation. Fortunately for the king, he had
with him a strong guard. Their leader Bapuji Khanderao
sp grouped them round the royal palanquin, that Tarabai
shewed her displeasure only by her angry looks. The next
day was the feast day of Champasashthi.

It is the custom for Deshasth Brahmans and Marathas
to observe the Champasashthi festival every year in honour
of the god Khandoba7s victory over the demon Malla, already
described by me in an earlier chapter*. The festival
begins on the bright half of the Hindu month of Margshirsha.
The images of Khandoba and Malla are cleaned and
worshipped, while priests repeat mantras or holy sayings.
For six days a fast is observed. On the jeventh day the
worshippers break their fast by a feast known as the
Champasashthiche parne. An invitation to this feast is
regarded as an invitation from the god Khandoba himself and
is even harder to refuse than an invitation to a Christmas
dinner in an English family. Early in the morning Tarabai
sent her servants with a message to the king, begging him
to spend the holiday with his grandmother. The message
was couched in most affectionate terms. Nevertheless
Bapuji Khanderao, remembering the furious looks of the
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